Council Minutes
Regular Meeting
June 7, 2022

A regular meeting of the Millen City Council was held on June 7, 2022 at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall. Present were Mayor King Rocker, Council Members Darrel Clifton, Ed Fuller, Robin Scott, Giovanni Shumake and Regina Coney arrived at 6:06 p.m. Also present were City Attorney Hubert Reeves and City Manager Jeff Brantley.


1. Call to Order
Mayor Rocker called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2. Invocation
City Attorney Reeves gave the invocation.
3. Public Hearing for proposed City of Millen Fiscal Year 2023 Budget
Mayor Rocker opened the Fiscal Year 2023 Budget Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m. No changes were made to the submitted Budget. After discussion and no comments from the floor Mayor Rocker closed the Public Hearing at 6:05 p.m.
4. Consent Agenda
1. Approve Minutes from the May 3, 2022 Regular Council Meeting
Council Member Clifton made a motion, seconded by Council Member Fuller to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion carried by unanimous vote. Council Member Coney was not present for the vote. She arrived after the vote and before the next item was discussed.

5. Discuss and Approve Proposed Sanitation Dumpster rate increase
Council Member Fuller made a motion, seconded by Council Member Shumake to approve the proposed increase for Commercial Dumpster Rates with a monthly increase of $10.00 per the number of times picked up weekly to match the increase to the City from Allgreen Services LLC on April 1, 2022. The motion carried with a vote of 5-1. For was Ed Fuller, Giovanni Shumake, King Rocker, Darrel Clifton, and Robin Scott.  Opposed was Regina Coney. A copy of the increase rate schedule will be attached to the minutes.

6. Discuss and approve using ARPA Funds to apply a Utility Bill Credit to each residential account in the amount of $50.00 for the August 1, 2022 bill
Council Member Coney made a motion, seconded by Council Member Scott to approve a $50.00 Utility Bill Credit to all residential households using American Rescue Plan Act Funds. The credit will apply to the August 1, 2022 utility bill. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
7. Discuss and approve using ARPA Funds to provide Premium Pay for full time employees
Council Member Clifton made a motion, seconded by Council Member Fuller to approve a 1-time payment of $750.00 to all full time City employees using American Rescue Plan Act Funds. The funds will be paid out to employees on July 8, 2022. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

8. Approve LOST (Local Option Sales Tax) Split with the County for the years 2023-2032
Council Member Coney made a motion, seconded by Council Member Scott to approve the Local Option Sales Tax negotiated split with Jenkins County in the amount of 65% tax for Jenkins County and 35% tax for the City of Millen, approving Mayor Rocker to sign the Certificate of Distribution Agreement. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

9. Discuss Speed Hump Program for the City of Millen Streets
City Manager Brantley reviewed an example of a Speed Hump Program used by Gwinnett County Georgia with Mayor and Council. Suggestions were made for a proposed Speed Hump Policy for the City. These will be put into a policy to bring back to Council for review.

10. City Manager Report
A. Financials
City Manager Brantley reviewed the monthly financials with Mayor and Council. Council was informed that 11 months into the fiscal year the City had a net revenue of $297,270.

B. 2020 CDBG Update
Council was informed that the road striping was complete. This completes all the infrastructure work on the project. The housing part of the grant is being handled by the CSRA Regional Commission and work should begin soon.

C. Review Community House Rent
After discussion about the current rent and comparable rents in the area for similar buildings, council voted to increase the rent on the Community House.
Council Member Clifton made a motion, seconded by Council Member Scott to increase the Community House rent to $125.00 per half day session and to $200.00 per whole day session. The deposit will stay the same at $100.00. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

D. Water Meter Project Update
City Manager Brantley updated the Mayor and Council on the water meter project. They were informed that all meters and components have been received except 20 transmitters that cost $146 each. They are still on back order. All loan draws have been complete for labor, engineering and meters/components, except for the items on back order. The GEFA loan would convert from a construction loan to an amortized loan once the remaining items are received. The automated reading was working and the City’s billing software company was working with Georgia Power and Sensus to transition the reads into the billing software.

11. Mayor’s Comments/Report
No comment

12. City Attorney Comments/Report
No comment
13. Council Member Comments/Reports
Council Member Clifton inquired if a Code Enforcement Officer had been hired. He was informed the start date on the new Code Enforcement Officer was June 8, 2022.
Council Member Shumake asked several questions about Code Enforcement and derelict cars.
Council Member Coney thanked Chief Herrington and the police department for providing patrols in District 3 during a recent extended power outage.
14. Executive Session
Discussion or deliberation on the appointment, employment, compensation, hiring, disciplinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of a city officer or employee as provided in O.C.G.A. 50-14-3
Council Member Scott made a motion at 7:11 p.m., seconded by Council Member Coney to leave regular session and enter executive session to discuss employee compensation. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Council Member Coney made a motion at 7:28 p.m., seconded by Council Member Clifton to exit executive session and enter regular session. The motion carried by unanimous vote.

Council Member Shumake made a motion, seconded by Council Member Clifton to give employees a $1.00 per hour raise and ensure all employees are at a minimum hourly rate of $12.00 per hour. The motion carried by unanimous vote.
 
15. Adjournment
There being no further business Mayor Rocker adjourned the meeting at 7:29 p.m.

Approved by Mayor and Council: ___________________________________

Mayor’s Signature: _______________________________________________

Attest by City Manager: ___________________________________________ 

